
1 of 511212018

NEW CONSTRUCTION GREEN BUILDING APPLICATION

CUSTOMER INFORMATION (SMECO ACCOUNT HOLDER)
Company Name Contact Person Title

Street Address SMECO Account Application Date

City State ZIP Telephone Email

Mailing Address (if different) City State ZIP

PRIMARY USE

Targeted LEED Level n  Certified  n  Silver
 n  Gold  n  Platinum

LEED Registration ID Expected Completion Date

Business Type n  Office  n  Retail n  School  n  University  n  Religious Facility  n  Grocery  n  Restaurant 
 n  Lodging  n  Industrial  n  Warehouse  n  Health Facility  n  Multifamily n  Other
Design Firm Contact Person Address

City State ZIP Telephone Email

Architectural Firm Contact Person Address

City State ZIP Telephone Email

CUSTOMER ACKNOWLEDGMENT
I have read the program requirements and Terms and Conditions listed in this application and I certify that the equipment has been installed to my satisfaction.  
SIGN ONLY AFTER PROJECT IS COMPLETED.

Authorized Representative (please print) Title Date

Signature

PAYMENT

Payment to: n  Customer (account holder) n  Design Firm (as listed above) 
 n  Architectural Firm (as listed above)  n  SMECO Bill Credit
Customer Signature (if payment not to Customer) Date

ADMINISTRATIVE USE ONLY
Date Received Project # Program Rep.

Pre-approved Date Program Manager Pre-approved Incentive $

Final Approval Date Program Manager Final Incentive $

Return Completed Form to:
Business@smeco.coop

Contact us with any questions at 866-235-6044.

mailto:Business%40smeco.coop?subject=Small%20Business%20Solutions%20Participation%20Agreement
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NEW CONSTRUCTION GREEN BUILDING APPLICATION

PROGRAM DETAILS

The Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System™ is the nationally accepted benchmark for the design, 
construction, and operation of high-performance green buildings. The New Construction Green Building Application offers developers and building 
owners technical and financial assistance to help meet LEED Green Building goals. LEED gives building owners and operators the tools they need to 
have an immediate and measurable impact on their buildings’ performance.

Key Features
The New Construction Green Building application offers a comprehensive package of services for projects designed to implement electric energy 
conservation measures (ECMs) while pursuing LEED requirements. Financial incentives are provided to motivate developers and building owners 
to go beyond the required minimum energy efficiency requirements of Maryland code while seeking additional energy and atmosphere points by 
incorporating more electrical ECMs as opposed to using other non-energy-related methods for gaining certification. LEED prerequisites may not be 
eligible for incentives.

Financial Incentives
For projects meeting the Green Building requirements, financial incentives are available based on per kWh saved and kW reductions. The table below 
specifies incentive amounts:

FINAL ENERGY COST SAVINGS
UNIT INCENTIVE 
($/KWH SAVED)

Projects Permitted Before July 1, 2015 Projects Permitted After  
July 1, 2015

LEED 2009 E&A C1 Points* ASHRAE 90.1–2007 ASHRAE 90.1–2010 ASHRAE 90.1–2013**

5 to 7 20% to 25% 5% to 10% 2.5% to 5% $0.30

8 to 10 > 25% to 30% > 10% to 15% >5 % to 7.5% $0.35

11 to 13 > 30% to 35% > 15% to 20% > 7.5% to 10% $0.40

> 13 > 35% > 20% > 10% $0.45

*Programmatically, the incentive tier is based on the total energy cost savings and the incentive amount is based on the final electric kWh saving above the local jurisdiction 
certificate requirements.
** For projects permitted after July 1, 2015, all green building projects shall be modeled with ASHRAE 90.1 2013 baseline.

Technical Services
New Construction Green Building projects require a building performance modeling study to help you identify and analyze potential energy efficiency 
projects. To participate, you must have a modeling study performed by an engineer. Funding for up to 50% of this study, limited to $10,000 per 
project, is available at the discretion of SMECO. To apply, download, complete, and submit the Technical Services Application located on the 
SMECO.coop/business website.

Design Assistance
New Construction Green Building projects may also be eligible for up to $5,000 in design assistance to engage the customer’s design team throughout 
the process and to help offset a portion of the additional costs incurred. Customers and the design team must sign a separate memorandum of 
understanding, as a supplemental document to this application form, with SMECO prior to the completion of the schematic design documents. 
Customers must have a contract for design services based on the traditional AIA documents or any agreement where the professional is paid for 
design services whether or not the customer constructs the project. Personnel requesting the incentive must be listed on the New Construction Green 
Building Application as part of the customer’s design team. During the preliminary project meeting, the SMECO program representative will determine 
eligibility for design assistance.

Enhanced Commissioning
Fundamental commissioning is required for every LEED project, and any ECMs funded through the Green Buildings track must be commissioned as 
well. Financial incentives are available for implementing enhanced commission services (ECx), as defined by LEED. ECx can provide improved energy 
performance above and beyond fundamental commissioning. The decision to complete ECx must be made in the initial design phase and becomes part 
of the overall commissioning process. Funding will be paid at $0.10 per square foot of commissioned space, with a $20,000 cap at the discretion of 
SMECO. These services may be available through the Technical Services Application.

http://www.smeco.coop/business
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NEW CONSTRUCTION GREEN BUILDING APPLICATION

ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS

New construction is defined as a new building, or space within a new building, where a licensed professional architect or engineer is preparing and 
certifying building plans. Projects that are also considered a major renovation will be considered under this application. Major renovation projects are 
those where a licensed professional architect or engineer is preparing and certifying building plans for the reconstruction of an existing space. The plans 
must incorporate either:

 � A change of use and reconstruction of an existing building(or space within), or

 � Reconstruction of a vacant structure or space.

The New Construction Green Building Application is available to all non-residential customers in the SMECO service territory for new construction or 
major renovation of an existing building that meets the project criteria specified above. New Construction Green Building participants must meet ALL of 
the criteria below:

 � The project must be a new or major renovation commercial building and be registered with the USGBC or required to meet LEED requirements.

 � The SMECO New Construction Green Building Application must be submitted before design construction documents are completed.

Buildings that are permitted under IECC 2015 shall follow ASHRAE 90.1 2013 Appendix G unless otherwise noted by SMECO program guidelines. These 
projects shall provide trend data after project completion as identified in Minimum Required Documents.

Pre-approval from SMECO is required for all New Construction Green Building Applications prior to design, finalization, and ordering of the equipment.

PARTICIPATION STEPS

1. Complete New Construction Green Building Application and email to SMECO.

2. Agree to a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU).

3. Once SMECO receives your application, a program representative will call you to schedule a preliminary meeting to discuss your project.

4. Incentive Phases:

 � Phase 1 Schematic Design

The Customer’s Design Team will host a meeting attended by the SMECO Program Representative and the Owner to “brainstorm” to generate, 
analyze and compare potential energy efficient design features. The goals of the meetings are to:

 � Develop a technically-feasible list of electric Energy Conservation Measures (EEMs) that are potentially cost effective and eligible that the 
Owner is willing to consider.

 � Establish a base case building design, mutually agreed to by all parties. The proposed base case for the project must conform to the 
minimum requirements of current Federal, State and Local jurisdictions or standard design practice where code is not applicable.

All EEMs must be installed in a manner compliant with all applicable codes required at the time a construction permit is approved The 
Customer’s Design Team will supply a memorandum summarizing the conclusions of the brainstorming session, listing the energy- efficiency 
options to be screened and considered in subsequent Phase 2.

 � Phase 2 Energy Modeling and Cost Budget

Following the completion of Phase 1, the design team will begin to analyze the potential energy savings and project costs of the EEMs. The 
Customer’s Design Team will provide the design building cost and the annual kWh and kW savings. During Phase 2, the Customer’s Design Team 
will be required to:

 � Review the proposed list of project measures for overall feasibility and appropriateness.

 � Provide additional design criteria to the SMECO Program Representative.

At the close of Phase 2, the Customer’s Design Team will host a meeting to review the above work, at which time a consensus will be reached 
regarding which of the screened EEMs will be considered for incorporation into the final building design. SMECO will supply a memorandum 
summarizing the conclusions of the screening session, listing the energy-efficiency options to be modeled and considered in subsequent Phase 3.

 � Phase 3 Report Submission

Following the review of the results of Phase 2, the Customer’s Design Team will submit the energy model report analysis and associated 
documentation as requested in the SMECO checklist. The Customer shall be responsible for reviewing the Terms and Conditions found on the 
back of the application.

mailto:business%40smeco.coop?subject=
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NEW CONSTRUCTION GREEN BUILDING APPLICATION

PARTICIPATION STEPS (CONTINUED)

 � Phase 4 Pre-approval

SMECO will send a pre-approval letter and MRD to the Customer, which allows for the purchase and installation of the EEMs described in 
Phase 3. If the scope of work or specified equipment should change that directly impact the energy analysis submitted for this project, it is 
the responsibility of the Customer to send written notification to SMECO immediately as any changes may change or void the pre-approved 
incentive amount. The Customer will also be responsible for notifying SMECO when installation of the EEMs is complete.

 � Phase 5 Final Approval

Upon notification that the project is complete, SMECO will schedule and perform a post-inspection of the installed equipment and determine 
the final rebate amount based on findings. If there is substantial scope change after preapproval process, a revised submittal is required before 
finalizing the incentive amount.

 � Phase 6 Payment

Incentive payment will either be in the form of electronic direct deposit or bill credit and determined by the program Terms and Conditions.

Contact us with any questions. Phone 866-235-6044 | Email: Business@smeco.coop

mailto:business%40smeco.coop?subject=
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TERMS & CONDITIONS

1. ELIGIBILITY: Incentives are available to SMECO non-
residential Customers for the purchase and installation 
of qualifying energy conservation measures (ECMs) in 
the SMECO service territory, subject to these Terms and 
Conditions (T&Cs). SMECO reserves the right to deny any 
application that may result in SMECO exceeding its program 
budget. Incentives are offered on a first-come, first served 
basis and are subject to project and Customer eligibility and 
availability of funds.

2. AUTHORIZATION, PROGRAM CHANGES, 
SUSPENSION, OR CANCELLATION: SMECO may change 
the program requirements, incentives or T&Cs, including 
suspending acceptance of applications or terminating 
the program, at any time without notice. In the event 
of a program change, pre-approved applications will be 
processed to completion under the T&Cs in effect at time 
of pre-approval. Submission of a completed application 
does not entitle the Customer to program participation. 
For projects requiring pre-approval entitlement to program 
participation, SMECO’s obligation to pay incentives will 
occur only after SMECO has granted written authorization, 
which SMECO may approve or disapprove at its sole 
discretion.

3. PROJECT APPROVAL: Pre-approval is required for 
all Custom projects as well as all Prescriptive projects. 
SMECO reserves the right to pre-inspect any project prior to 
pre-approval. No project-related ECMs may be ordered or 
installed prior to the date of SMECO’s pre-approval. 

4. PROOF OF PURCHASE: Prior to SMECO’s verification of 
the ECM installation, the Customer must provide copies of 
all invoices or other reasonable documentation that verify 
the costs of purchasing and installing the ECMs, including 
all material, labor, and equipment discounts. Invoices must 
indicate a verifiable breakout of all ECMs purchased for 
installation under this application.

5. PROJECT VERIFICATION: SMECO is not obligated 
to pay any incentive until it has performed a satisfactory 
post-installation inspection. If SMECO determines that ECMs 
were not installed in a manner consistent with the approved 
application, or if an unapproved ECM was installed, or if 
the installation was not consistent with generally accepted 
engineering practices, changes may be required before 
payment is issued.

6. CUSTOMER TAX OBLIGATION: The Customer or its 
designated contractor is responsible for declaring and paying 
any and all applicable federal, state, and local taxes that 
may be owed on any incentive payment.

7. COMPLIANCE: The Customer is responsible for obtaining 
any and all necessary licenses and permits related to the 
installation of ECMs. The Customer also agrees to comply 
with all federal, state, and local laws and regulations related 
to the installation and disposal of all equipment.

8. REMOVAL OF EQUIPMENT: The Customer agrees to 
remove and dispose of the equipment being replaced by 
the ECMs in accordance with all legal requirements. The 
Customer agrees not to re-install any of this equipment in 
the SMECO service territory or transfer it to any other party 
for such installation.

9. REPLACEMENT OF FAILED EQUIPMENT: Customers 
who install ECMs are expected to replace any of the ECMs 
that fail with similar or superior energy-saving equipment at 
the Customer’s expense.

10. EVALUATION FOLLOW-UP VISITS: With advance 
notice, SMECO reserves the right to make follow-up visits 
to Customer facilities during the 36 months following the 
actual completion of the project to provide SMECO with an 
opportunity to review the operation of the ECMs for program 
evaluation purposes.

11. CONTRACTOR SELECTION: The Customer may select 
any contractor to perform the work contemplated by the 
application, whether a SMECO Service Provider or not. 
However, SMECO reserves the right, in its sole reasonable 
discretion, to prohibit specific contractors from program 
participation.

12. NO WARRANTIES: SMECO does not endorse, 
guarantee, or warrant any particular manufacturer or 
product, and SMECO provides no warranties, expressed or 
implied, for any products or services. SMECO is not liable or 
responsible for any act or omission of any contractor hired 
by the Customer (if any) whether or not said contractor is 
a participating SMECO Service Provider. The Customer’s 
reliance on warranties is limited to any warranties that may 
arise from or be provided by contractors, vendors, etc. The 
Customer acknowledges that neither SMECO nor any of 
its consultants is responsible for ensuring that the design, 

engineering, and construction of the facility or installation 
of the ECMs is proper or complies with any particular 
laws (including patent laws), codes, or industry standards. 
SMECO does not make any representations of any kind 
regarding the results to be achieved by the ECMs or the 
adequacy of safety of such measures.

13. LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: SMECO’s sole liability is 
limited to paying the properly qualified rebates specified 
herein. SMECO shall not be liable to the Customer or any 
other party for any indirect, consequential, or incidental 
damages, regardless of the theory of recovery, caused by or 
arising from any activities associated with this program.

14. OBLIGATIONS BETWEEN THE PARTIES: Customer 
acknowledges that any contractor selected by the Customer 
is not an agent, contractor, or subcontractor of SMECO and 
is an independent contractor engaged by the Customer, and 
that SMECO does not manage or control the contractor’s 
performance. SMECO shall have no obligation to maintain, 
remove, or perform any work whatsoever on the ECMs 
installed. SMECO shall have no liability for contractor’s 
failure to perform, for failure of the ECMs to function, for 
any damage to the Customer’s premises caused by the 
contractor, or for any and all damages to property or injuries 
to persons caused by the ECMs.

15. ENERGY BENEFITS: SMECO is entitled to 100% of the 
energy benefits associated with the ECMs, excluding the 
value of energy cost savings realized by the Customer, but 
including all rights to all associated PJM Energy, Capacity 
and Reserves Products, and applicable environmental 
credits. The Customer agrees to provide SMECO with such 
further documentation as SMECO may request to confirm 
SMECO’s ownership of such benefits and products.

16. PAYMENT: Electronic payment effective immediately. 
SMECO will no longer be issuing check payment. Payment 
will instead be delivered via electronic direct deposit or bill 
credit. Please be aware that SMECO’s A/P department will 
be proactively reaching out for ACH information to prevent 
delays in payment.

17. MISCELLANEOUS: These T&Cs and this application 
constitute the entire agreement between the parties and 
supersede all other communications and representations.

EmPOWER Maryland programs are funded by a charge on your energy bill. EmPOWER programs can help you reduce your energy 
consumption and save you money. To learn more about EmPOWER and how you can participate, go to SMECO.coop/save.

http://SMECO.coop/save



